
33   32

P R A Y E R  F O C U S

P R A Y E R  F O C U S 
C O N T A C T

L AY WORKERS 
Give thanks for the inspiration and work for the Lay Witness Movement 

and its legacy. Pray for all lay workers across the church in whatever form 

that may take – local preachers, leaders of worship, pastoral workers, youth 

and children’s workers. Pray that they may be inspired by the Holy Spirit 

in their work for the Lord; for many to be impacted by their witness and 

come into a closer relationship with the Lord. (Hebrews 4:12; Romans 8:15).

FOCUS ON THE CHURCH
MET:Revive:  Chris Briggs as chair; for the trustees and Marian Izzard as 

administrator; David Hull’s role as ambassador, particularly for invitations 

from churches to speak; wisdom and discernment on the way forward.

Online Bible studies and prayer meetings; the upcoming AGM in May and 

MET:Revive’s involvement at Cliff Festival. (Colossians 1:9-12; Hebrews 

13:20-21).

Hope: For people across the Connexion to keep their hope fixed on Jesus 

in these dark and difficult days; to reach out and grasp his assurance and 

keep hold of the promises in Scripture and let his light guide us in the 

darkness of all that is happening in our nation and the world. (Romans 

15:13; Psalm 119:114).

FOCUS ON NATIONAL ISSUES
Gang culture: For all who are involved in gang culture and all it entails; 

the breaking up of county lines and drug supply chains; for Christian 

youth workers reaching out to lost youngsters with a better pathway; for 

our youth to find their hope in Jesus, leading to transformation in their 

lives; for a realisation of the fruitlessness of violence; for the police as they 

attempt to combat the violence across our land. (Psalm 145:17-20; Psalm 

107:13-16).

Children and young people: For youngsters who are suffering from anxiety, 

depression, and associated illnesses; for underlying causes to be identified 

and for specialist help to be available at an early stage; for people to reach 

out to help these vulnerable young people. (Luke 12:6-7; Isaiah 41:10).

FOCUS ON WORLD ISSUES
Russia/Ukraine: Pray for a peace which is acceptable to Ukraine and not 

biased towards Russia; for a halt to the targeting of power supplies and the 

civilian population. Give thanks for the distribution of Bibles in Ukraine 

over the last 4 years. Pray for a continued spread of the gospel amongst 

troops on the front lines – both Ukrainian and Russian – and amongst 

the population, bringing hope in their darkness. Pray for protection 

for Russian Christians in a repressive regime; for the Russian Orthodox 

Church to be true to biblical belief (Proverbs 3:5-7; Romans 1:18).

The World Economic Forum (WEF): Pray for the influence of the WEF on 

the world and for prominent business leaders to be open and honest. Pray 

for integrity and the exposure of any negative and erroneous ideologies 

that might be harmful to humankind. Pray for the Holy Spirit to work in 

the lives of the CEO and the managing board responsible for the forum’s 

mission and operations. (Micah 6:8; Isaiah 66:1-2).

The Prayer Focus section is 

compiled by Roz Addington.  

If you wish to contact Roz 

with any prayer requests or 

prayer related items, please 

contact her via 

prayer@metrevive.uk

GOOD NEWS 
STORY 
Ian Pinhey, a Devon farmer, shares 
experiences of God’s faithfulness

in the springtime as hedgerows, 

woodland, and crops of various 

kinds burst into life. 

We have had our fair share of 

trials over the years, but God has 

remained faithful through it all. I 

feel blessed to have been brought 

up on a farm and in a Christian 

home, and can never remember a 

time when I didn’t know that God 

was real and that he cared for me. 

I left school at 16 and came straight 

home to work on the farm, but within 

a few years we were thrust into the 

foot and mouth outbreak in 2001. To 

see our livestock culled and business 

crumble in front of our eyes left us 

wondering what the future would 

look like. It turned out to be another 

opportunity for God to open doors 

that may never have been opened, 

had we not gone through that pain. 

One such opportunity was as a 

result of not having any livestock 

for 12 months, which gave me the 

opportunity to go out to Bulgaria 

with a team from local churches in 

my area. A team would go out each 

year to help improve facilities in a 

rural orphanage, and it was while 

I was there in 2001 that God really 

challenged me. 

I had felt him prodding me for 

some time about exploring the 

call to preach, but being a very 

shy young man, I managed to 

convince myself that God couldn’t 

possibly be asking me to do that, 

so I ignored the call. Deep down, I 

knew this was God. It was while I 

was out in Bulgaria, that I became 

very aware of how comfortable 

my life was, and yet I was willingly 

ignoring his voice. I made every 

excuse under the sun, but it was 

when I saw how joyful the children 

in the orphanage were in the face of 

poverty, it humbled me, and meant 

that I was unable to say ‘no’ to the 

God who had given me everything.

I guess the rest is history, and I now 

find myself regularly preaching, 

largely in the Methodist circuit, in 

mid Devon. I met Debbie in 2002, 

we were married in 2004, and 

now we have a full house with five 

children from 10-18 years old. It’s 

been a joy to watch faith grow in 

each of their lives and we trust that 

God will lead them each along the 

path that he has for them. 

Throughout life, we will all 

experience our share of joy and 

pain, but through it all, God 

remains faithful. If he calls us, then 

he most definitely equips us too. 

The verses from Proverbs 3:5-6 

encapsulate this: ‘Trust in the Lord 

with all your heart, and lean not on 

your own understanding. In all your 

ways acknowledge him, and he will 

make your paths straight’.

I live in mid Devon with my wife 

Debbie, and my five children. I 

am a fifth generation farmer, and 

have a passion for feeding people 

both physically and spiritually. I 

was asked to share my story on 

BBC TV’s Songs of Praise last year, 

which opened the doorway for me 

to meet David Hull when he spoke 

at the West Devon Filling Station 

in the autumn. I didn’t know 

anything about MET:Revive and 

was encouraged to hear what David 

shared with us that evening. 

I have always felt that faith and 

farming go hand in hand. Life 

on a busy farm in Devon can be 

challenging and rewarding, all 

at the same time. The farm is 

a fantastic place to bring up a 

family and to see God’s hand at 

work all around you, particularly 
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