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Since joining The Leaders of 

Worship and Preachers Trust 

(LWPT) I’ve seen some glorious 

developments. Before my time 

here, LWPT decided to take their 

Methodist passion of investing in 

emerging congregational leaders 

(the shapers) for the sake of that 

congregation, to all denominations. 

Well, this appears to be our ‘Kairos 

time’. Many other denominations 

across the UK are also waking up 

to the need to invest more training 

in their own emerging church-

based leaders. They want to see 

the ongoing development of godly 

shepherds for the generations 

arriving and those yet to come 

through their doors. 

We offer UK church-based 

Christians three simple ministries: 

1.	 Bible-based communication 

skills development 

2.	 Bible-based resources for 

congregations and leaders and 

3.	Tuition grants for Bible-

based studies in UK learning 

institutions. 

Think of an arrowhead with 

communication at the tip, resources 

in the left corner of the blade and 

tuition grants in the right corner. 

We’ve always had a range of 

resources for Christians, but 

the newest ones often rise in the 

popularity ratings the fastest. Our 

webinars, workshops and now 

the Christian leader’s podcast and 

video ‘The Word Shared’ (stories, 

sermons and conversations with 

well-known church leaders) seem 

to be scratching where many 

are itching. For the latest LWPT 

developments, you can read 

the current issue of our online 

newsletter, Ichthus, and sign up for 

your own free copy each quarter at  

lwpt.org.uk/ichthus 

One of the joys of this job is seeing 

emerging Christian leaders 

(house group leaders, counsellors, 

disciplers, evangelists, worship 

leaders and preachers – anyone 

who shapes God’s people using 

God’s word) effectively ministering 

in local churches. Recently, I spoke 

to one of those leaders whose 

congregation lives in one of the 

toughest neighbourhoods of one 

of the cities on our islands. He 

took my breath away. His daily 

ministry reaches people who are 

easily overlooked by government 

agencies. It’s a daily challenge but 

his congregation love him because 

he cares for them, loves them and 

teaches them all that he has learnt. 

I have seen new trustees join 

LWPT at the ‘top table’ when other 

trustees come to the end of their 

term. At our AGM this year we 

will be strengthening our ties to 

MET:Revive when your Vice-Chair, 

Rev Dr Gareth Higgs (Moorlands 

College) joins us. If you’d like to 

consider whether joining our 

trustees is for you, please email me 

for an application pack – 

ian.buchanan@lwpt.org.uk 

We depend on individuals and 

churches to support us with their 

prayers, time and money, but we 

have also seen an encouraging 

growth in support from Christian 

trusts as well. The simplicity of 

the logic (shaping the shapers 

of congregations – local leaders) 

through those three distinct 

A Simple Dream: Keep 
Shaping The Shapers 
Of UK Congregations

I A N  B U C H A N A N

CEO of LWPT (LEADERS OF WORSHIP AND 
PREACHERS TRUST), Ian Buchanan, shares 
how LWPT resources and equips churches 
and leaders
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ministries (that arrowhead) 

resonates with trusts too. A simple 

dream making a profound impact 

in UK churches via their leaders. 

I’ll be retiring from this role in 

May, with the unusual privilege 

of seeing my successor (Jonathan 

Law) take my place, and then I 

have a chance to help him find all 

the ropes needed to ensure that 

the good ship LWPT continues 

to catch the big winds. If this is a 

ministry that you would like to see 

shape even more leaders of UK 

congregations, please do consider 

becoming a LWPT Partner using 

the leaflet in this magazine.  The 

‘Ripple Effect’ of your support will 

change many lives. 

See a short video of ‘LWPT in a 

drop’ with this QR code through 

your smartphone, or by going to: 

bit.ly/LWPT-Spring26

IAN BUCHANAN
Ian is the CEO at LWPT. His job and 

his personal ministry focusses on 

developing leaders in churches in the 

UK. He preaches in churches around 

Guildford.

Testimony and 
Bible Study

B L A Y Z E  W H I T E

‘This Is My Story, 
This Is My Song’  

Methodist minister, 
Blayze White, shares 
how scripture, song, 
and the Methodist 
tradition shape a 
people who don’t just 
believe the gospel – 
but sing it!

I can still remember the first time I 

felt led to go to a Methodist church. 

I didn’t grow up in a particularly 

churchgoing family. Faith was 

present, but more like a polite 

guest than a permanent resident. 

Yet, through the quiet witness 

of friends, grandparents, and 

godparents, I found myself drawn 

to explore more.

My first attempt was an Anglican 

church. A beautiful building, rich 

liturgy … and not a single person 

spoke to me. I began to wonder if I 

had accidentally attended a vow of 

silence convention.

Next, I tried a lively evangelical 

church. Everyone spoke to me. 

Repeatedly. Enthusiastically. I’m 

fairly certain I was welcomed by the 

same person at least three times! 

Lovely, but slightly overwhelming. 

This isn’t typical. I’ve since had 

deeply positive experiences in both 

Anglican and evangelical churches, 

it just so happened that on those 

days, I caught them at either end of 

the ecclesiastical spectrum.

Then I tried the Methodist church 

in Market Rasen. For those 

unfamiliar to this church, it stands 

atop a set of stone steps, looming 

Tribute to Doreen 
Sparey-Delacassa

T R I B U T E

As we were going to press, we received the unexpected news 

that Rev. Doreen Sparey-Delacassa has been promoted to glory 

following a short illness.

The news comes, of course, with sadness, yet we grieve as those 

who have hope, rejoicing that Doreen now enjoys the nearer 

presence of the Lord Jesus, in whom she placed her trust 

and whose gospel she proclaimed with such friendliness and 

faithfulness.

A Methodist minister and passionate evangelist, Doreen had been 

a member of MET:Revive and our predecessor organisations for 

many years, serving most recently as Chair of MET South West 

until January of this year. She was well known to many across the 

Connexion through Easter People and Share Jesus Missions. Many 

of our trustees and officers had the particular joy of sharing the 

recent MET weekend in Torquay with Doreen, a memory now all 

the more precious. We recall her friendship and ministry with 

affection and admiration.

We know that many members will wish to hold Doreen’s family, 

friends and fellowships in their prayers at this time, including her 

daughter, Methodist Minister Rev. Naomi Sparey.

Naomi Sparey writes:

Doreen loved sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ’s death and 

resurrection through preaching, administering the sacraments 

of baptism and Holy Communion, prayer walks, Bible studies, 

holiday clubs and outreach activities. Best of all, God was with 

Doreen throughout her ministry, inspiring her, sustaining her 

and transforming her as she offered God’s saving love and grace to 

others.


