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C H R I S  B R I G G S

2026 is the fourth year of celebrating Christianity Month in May. This 

is a celebration of the impact Christianity has had on the world and an 

opportunity to share faith in Jesus. It is a simple way of encouraging 

Christians, churches, charities and parachurch groups to engage with 

wider society. 

We are used to having to sign up for programmes, to encourage people to be 

trained, and to carry out prescriptive instructions with so many schemes, 

programmes and ideas. This is not an idea. It is a vision to be shared from 

God, a vehicle for the Good News, and provides a voice so that as we seek to 

advocate for Christ and be his ambassadors, our coming together creates a 

very loud noise.

There are encouraging signs that the observance of Christianity Month is 

growing. Individual Christians are paying attention and more churches 

and church networks are getting involved. It’s encouraging to see that some 

national organisations have been finding out how they can offer support.

This is more of a grassroots movement than an organised co-ordinated 

effort to persuade church leaders, denominations, and chief executives to 

take the lead in supporting Christianity Month. Indeed, sometimes those 

with great responsibility have to act a little like a gatekeeper for their own 

organisations as they have their own priorities and strategies to focus on. 

My sense is that in many places those on the ground will be the ones that 

push and promote Christianity Month.

I hope you might be one of those. If you need ideas of what to do, if you 

would like to be on an information mailing list, if you would like to discover 

more than the email address to use for that is chris@briggsworld.co.uk

Christianity Month is not prescriptive. It is an opportunity for Christians to 

invite the Holy Spirit to show them what to do in their own situation. Why 

not start the prayer and conversation now? Do let me know how you get on.

Good News People  
G A V I N  C A LV E R  &  P H I L  K N O X

Part of this is the recognition 

that the evangelical cause 

is not just about theology 

and doctrine, but instead 

has a practical effect on 

the wellbeing of people. To 

illustrate this, the authors 

make sure they cover 

the social impact of the 

Evangelical Alliance since 

its origins and also cover 

the relationship with The 

Evangelical Alliance Relief 

Fund (TEAR Fund). There are 

good chapters on evangelism 

and unity helpfully written 

from an evangelical 

perspective.

Does the book seek to cover 

too much ground in too many 

directions? That could be 

one possible criticism, but in 

fact, Gavin and Phil manage 

to make it work. It is not a 

difficult book to read, but it is 

not simplistic, and it remains interesting throughout.

There are small group resources at the end of each 

chapter and suggestions of further reading relating to 

the chapters. I heartily commend this book to you.

Reviewed by Rev Chris Briggs, Chair, MET:Revive

IVP, 2025

ISBN: 978-1-78974-566-5

pp: 224

£9.99

In a world where identity 

crises abound and the cult of 

the individual prevails, Gavin 

Calver and Phil Knox use a 

creative and rich mix of story, 

testimony, history and an 

underpinning of theology to 

enable evangelicals and others 

to understand their identity in 

a world that can be hostile and 

a church that can be confused.

This book is challenging, 

joyful, sad, stimulating, 

motivating, humbling, and 

always Christ centred. In our 

present age, and particularly 

in the west, where some seek 

to redefine evangelicalism, 

the authors helpfully revisit core definitions of what it 

means to be an evangelical.

In addition to giving helpful background to the 

Evangelical Alliance and its growth, the book provides 

a firm and full basis leading to a recognition of how 

evangelicals might fit into the ‘Missio Dei’.


