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have as the church to tell a different story! In Luke 5, as 

tired and discouraged disciples let their nets down into 

deep waters at Jesus’ command, the nets begin to break 

with the size of the catch. Simon Peter signals to their 

partners to come and help. What a beautiful prophetic 

picture of the church uniting to reach the lost. The 

task of mission and evangelism in the UK today is too 

big and the stakes too high for us to go it alone. Our 

encouragement is to love your postcode deeply but be 

more widely connected locally and nationally.

Back at the Munich concert, in an amusing interlude 

Coldplay’s temporary band member takes his phone 

out to presumably record the moment or take a selfie. 

Chris laughs and tells him he doesn’t need to film it, 

‘Everybody’s filming you!’ Herein is the profound truth 

of partnership: when we unite, people notice.  May we 

be the answer to the John 17 prayer of our Saviour. May 

a watching world notice and be drawn to Jesus. May we 

Grief’ over ‘Dying Matters’ 

Week in May, a Community 

Fun Day, a Comedy Night with a 

Comedian who is a Christian, a craft workshop working 

with wool (obvious links to the Christian faith), an 

afternoon tea to link with the commemoration of VE Day, 

a Holiday Club, visits into schools, and our usual church 

activities which will have Christian literature freely 

available. Sunday services will be more seeker friendly 

and evangelistic. That is quite a heavy programme but the 

beauty of Christianity Month is that you can give it a go 

just by putting on one event. Maybe you have a monthly 

coffee morning and you could advertise this as linked 

with Christianity Month and arrange to have some free 

gospels on hand. You could put the Christianity Month 

logo outside. Perhaps you could invite a local preacher 

or another speaker to share something about how the 

Christian faith has changed the landscape of the world!

For Christianity Month there is nothing to sign up to, no 

training to take part in, no package to buy. You do not need 

to have great resources to take part. It fits any size church 

and can be a gentle, light-touch encouragement for people 

to discover the jewels of the Christian faith, or it can be a 

marvellous opportunity to go all-out in mission.

Why not start talking about and planning for Christianity 

Month 2026?

CHRIS BRIGGS |  CHAIR OF MET

rally around the gospel and build Kingdom friendships 

in a lonely world. And may we each hold up our own 

banner in the crowd to stand up and play our part as we 

seek together to make Jesus known.

PHIL KNOX 
Phil Knox is an evangelist and 

missiologist at the Evangelical 

Alliance. He is passionate 

about making Jesus known 

and the power of friendship. 

His work in the UK is 

studying how people come to 

faith in Jesus and helping the 

church maximise those pathways.  

P R A Y E R  F O C U S

THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE: A greater 

response and uptake of churches within local areas to 

partner with EA in reaching out with the love of Christ 

to more people; unity amongst evangelical churches 

in local areas; working and praying in partnership 

together and seeking God for his agenda in churches 

and communities across the country. (1Corinthians 3:8-

9; John 15:4-5).

FOCUS ON THE CHURCH
Local Churches: For every member and attendee of 

the church to have a desire to read and study the Bible 

and to understand the importance of prayer; to seek 

the power of the Holy Spirit; to seek God’s agenda for 

each individual church in how to engage in mission and 

outreach. (Acts 1:8; 2 Timothy 4:1-5).

Hope: For people across the Connexion to keep their 

hope fixed on Jesus in these dark and difficult days; to 

reach out and grasp his assurance and keep hold of the 

promises in Scripture and let his light guide us in the 

darkness of all that is happening in our nation and the 

world. (Romans 15:13; Hebrews 10:23).

FOCUS ON NATIONAL ISSUES
Revival:  A recognition across the country of the need 

for God, and an awareness only he holds answers to our 

needs; for the Holy Spirit to convict people of corporate 

selfishness, pride, greed, arrogance, self-righteousness, 

and egotism. (1 John 1:5-10; Psalm 86:4-7).

Government:  The Prime Minister, Sir Keir Starmer, 

and all Members of Parliament; a return of integrity and 

trust amongst all politicians; for openness and honesty 

in all dealings and decisions; Christian MP’s – courage 

to stand firm on Christian principles and for their 

integrity to shine out; a return to the Christian roots 

on which our land was built. (Deuteronomy 28:1-2; 

Philippians 2:1-5).

FOCUS ON WORLD ISSUES
America: Pray for the Christians within President 

Trump’s Administration to have a large influence on 

his policies, both within America and across the world; 

for President Trump to move from head knowledge to 

having a ‘heart’ encounter with God and the Holy Spirit, 

transforming his whole outlook on the situations he 

faces. (James 3:17; Isaiah 55:6-8).

Europe: Response to America’s withdrawal of military 

aid to Ukraine; wisdom for future security; unity across 

the continent; God’s solution to the situation. (Psalm 

22:28; 1 Chronicles 16:11).

Prayer Focus is compiled by Roz Addington. If you would 

like to contact Roz feel free to email: prayer@metrevive.uk

MET:Revive is pleased to support and publicise 

Christianity Month. This relatively new vision is 

gradually gaining momentum as churches realise this is 

a reasonably easy way to celebrate the many changes that 

have happened in the world and in lives because of the 

Christian faith. We can use May as a month for intentional 

Christian outreach and witness as we celebrate the effect 

Christianity has had for good around the world. I always 

want to say at that point that of course we should witness 

all year round, but having a month when we gather 

resources and encourage one another to share in the 

same message has the potential for far greater impact. 

We have special prayer days when we should pray all 

year round, we have particular weeks where Christian 

charities raise funds and profile, we have special 

campaigns. None of these preclude us from carrying our 

work and ministry in these areas all year round.

I want to invite you then to pray for Christianity Month. 

This edition of the magazine will likely coincide with 

Christianity Month so it may be too late to do anything 

for 2025, but I am perfectly serious when I say it is not 

too early to start praying and thinking about Christianity 

Month 2026. You will find the logo on this page. Feel free 

to use it. It can be downloaded from a number of sites – 

just search for Christianity Month via your search engine 

or contact me if you need a digital copy.

In a church I have care of, this year for Christianity 

Month we have arranged a textile exhibition called ‘Good 

MAY IS 
‘CHRISTIANITY MONTH’
C H R I S  B R I G G S
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P R A Y E R  F O C U S

THE SJ I  EMMAUS PROJECT:  The work of SJI, and 

the vision to help local churches engage in evangelism; 

continued inspiration, wisdom and discernment going 

forward; the necessary resources to continue the work; 

for a recognition across the Connexion of the need for 

this kind of initiative and hunger to reach out into local 

communities. (Matthew 28:19; Ephesians 6:18).

FOCUS ON THE CHURCH: Children and young 

people: For youth and children’s workers across the 

nation as they seek to teach children of God’s love; 

for pure Biblical teaching; protection from erroneous 

ideologies and philosophies; for all who go into schools 

to bring the Christian message of hope. (Matthew 19:14; 

Mark 9:42).

Cliff College: For Rev. Ashley Cooper having stepped 

down as Principal and for Rev. Andrew Stobart as 

he takes up the role; uptake of students for the new 

academic year; continuity for both staff and students 

in a new ‘phase’ of the college; suitable placements for 

students to reach out to communities. (James 1: 22-25; 

Mark 16:15–18).

FOCUS ON NATIONAL ISSUES: Violence and 

Knife Crime: For our young people who are involved 

in gang culture and all it entails; for Christian youth 

workers to reach out to these lost youngsters with a 

better pathway; that they will find their hope in Jesus 

and find purpose in their lives; a realisation of the 

fruitlessness of violence; breaking up of county lines; 

the police as they attempt to combat the violence across 

our land. (Psalm 145:17-20; Psalm 107:13-16).

Economy: The continuing economic crisis; the Budget; 

councils under pressure to meet the financial demands 

placed upon them; local authorities to seek the wisdom 

of God in the financial pressures the country faces. 

(Luke 12:15; Matthew 6:33).

FOCUS ON WORLD ISSUES: Ukraine/Russia: 

For President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the volatile situation 

he faces; for Ukraine to receive the necessary resources 

they need; for God to intervene in the war, bringing about 

a fair peace deal acceptable to Ukraine. For Ukrainian 

Christians in Russian occupied territory who are being 

persecuted. For President Vladimir Putin to change his 

heart or be removed from power; for the Russian people 

to hear the truth about the war rather than lies; for 

Christians in Russia to have wisdom and discernment on 

how to act in the repressive Regime under which they live 

and for protection. (Proverbs 3:7; Psalm 145:18)

Prayer Focus is compiled by Roz Addington. If you would 

like to contact Roz feel free to email: prayer@metrevive.uk

“Working with Andy and the SJI team on the Emmaus project is having a wonderful 
impact in our church: We are becoming more confident in sharing Jesus, more 
naturally and with greater ease. Every week we are hearing stories of how the Holy 
Spirit has prompted people to share Jesus with others, and the fruit of this is 
so encouraging. We deeply appreciate how they are encouraging and 
guiding us in our journey to being more intentional and effective in 
reaching out to our communities and making disciples.”

Community Church Tadley

ANDY FROST
Andy Frost is Director of Share Jesus International. At the 

heart of all that he does, he wants to help people follow 

Jesus. He presently heads up the London Mission 

Collective; works with Care for the Family on 

the Kitchen Table Project and Gather 

on church unity and mission. He 

is married to Jo and has 

two daughters. 

Andy Frost, Director of SJI reflects on the 

EKKLESIA (a two-day conference for church 

leaders which explores the raw and the real of 

church life. It’s a space to unpack some of the 

thinking and the practical ideas that help bring 

about Kingdom change).

In March we hosted our SJI 2025 Ekklesia conference. And the theme 

seemed particularly significant. 

We can so often have our head down, getting on with our to-do-list and 

miss the bigger thing that God is doing. The brilliant contributors from 

a variety of church streams helped us explore how we …

•	 Grow with our eyes wide open, aware of both our authority and our 

vulnerability, allowing God to change some of our mindsets as we 

learn from the church in the majority world, inviting the emerging 

generation into a life of generosity. 

•	 Pray with our eyes wide open – a deep challenge to be people of 

prayer, not hiding our poverty of spirit behind our gifting, but really 

modelling prayerful lives. 

•	 Dream with our eyes wide open. There is a new openness to God. 

How are we open to those looking for answers? How do we help 

people discover the values that we celebrate are actually found 

in God’s big story? And how do we dream for our communities, 

exploring business models that bring transformation and building 

truly intergenerational churches?

•	 Lead with our eyes wide open. A challenging word from Acts 9 as Paul 

is blinded so he can see. May we daily look to see the world as God 

sees it!

It definitely feels like a new season is opening up for the church in this 

nation.

Keep an eye on SJI’s YouTube channel for videos of this year’s EKKLESIA sessions: 

www.youtube.com/@SJInews
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P R A Y E R  F O C U S

THE LINK PROJECT IN ASHBOURNE: 

Give thanks for the vision and those who have 

partnered together in this exciting venture to make it 

happen; the on-going development of the project and 

resources to complete the project; for openness and 

an embracing across the community to the Gospel of 

Christ, and the reaping of a great harvest of souls. (Acts 

2:42-47; Philippians 4:4-7).

FOCUS ON THE CHURCH:

The Methodist Church: The President and Vice 

President of Conference, Rev. Helen Cameron and Mrs 

Carolyn Godfrey as their term of office comes to a close; 

the President and Vice President designate, Rev Richard 

Andrew and Mr Matthew Forsyth as they prepare to 

take up office; The Methodist Conference (26 June – 2 

July), for all discussion and decisions to be honouring to 

God; for all in positions of leadership within the church 

to hold to biblical values and a return to Christian 

holiness. (1Peter 1:13-16; James 4:4-10).

MET:Revive: Rev Chris Briggs a Chair; for the 

Executive and Trustees; for wisdom and discernment 

on the way forward; Rev David Hull in his Ambassador 

role - that individual churches will respond to a 

greater commitment to pray for revival; ongoing 

Bible studies and prayer meetings. (Colossians 1:9-11; 

Hebrews 13:20-21). 

FOCUS ON NATIONAL ISSUES: 

Prison System: Prison Chaplains; openings and 

opportunities for Christians to share the Gospel with 

prisoners; forming of programmes which will help 

transform the lives of prisoners and the recourses to 

allow this to happen; the Minister of State for Prisons, 

Lord James Timpson. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4; Isaiah 61:1).

FOCUS ON WORLD ISSUES:

Israel/Gaza: Pray for Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime 

Minister of Israel and Yahya Al-Sinwar, Leader of 

Hamas, to continue the fragile peace deal; for the 

release of all hostages; for all Christians in both Israel 

and Gaza; for both Jew and Muslim to come to know 

Jesus as Messiah and seek peace and security in him; 

for an out working of God’s will for the whole area. (1 

Timothy 2:1-4; Micah 6:8).

Planet in Crisis: Give thanks for initiatives tackling our 

exploitation of the planet bringing renewal and change; 

conservation areas on both land and sea; projects 

supported by A Rocha; for other such initiatives; 

worldwide commitment to reduce all plastics and the 

funding of initiatives to discover environmentally 

friendly alternatives; the clearing up of polluted 

habitats. (1 Timothy 4:4-5; Issaiah 24:4-6).

Prayer Focus is compiled by Roz Addington. If you would like to contact Roz feel free to email: prayer@metrevive.uk

To be in a circuit where people are willing to take holy 

risks, where people want their communities to know 

that God loves them and wants the best for them, where 

people believe growth is possible is an absolute joy, and 

not one I take for granted.

I encourage you to consider: who are the people in 

your community who God is calling you to step out and 

partner with?

REV NICOL A BRIGGS
Rev Nicola Briggs is 

Superintendent Minister 

of the Ashbourne 

Circuit in the 

Nottingham and Derby 

District and married to 

Rev Chris Briggs.

challenges, but it has always been rooted in friendship, 

for which I am truly grateful.

Reflecting on this season of ministry, I am reminded 

that the mission of spreading the gospel and 

transforming lives through Christ is never a solo 

endeavour. It flourishes through collaboration, mutual 

encouragement, and a shared vision. As I prepare 

to pass on the leadership of Cliff College to Rev Dr 

Andrew Stobart, I want to celebrate the partnerships 

that have shaped our work and the transformation they 

have enabled.

A LEGACY OF PARTNERSHIP
Cliff College has a long and rich history of fostering 

partnerships that equip and empower individuals for 

mission. Since its founding, the College has trained 

leaders, missionaries, and evangelists passionate 

about sharing the gospel—or as early Cliff pioneers 

described it, the ‘Joyful News.’ I love that phrase, and 

it remains central to our vision today. The gospel is, by 

nature, joyful. Yet, in the face of challenging statistics 

and cultural shifts, the Church can sometimes appear 

joyless. But our message in Jesus Christ always brings joy.

This mission of sharing Joyful News is never 

undertaken in isolation. Partnerships enable the 

sharing of resources, the exchange of wisdom, and the 

Cliff College 
– Partnership 
in Sharing 
Joyful News!
A S H L E Y  C O O P E R

As I write this, I recognise that it will be my final article 

for MET:Revive as Principal of Cliff College. Over the 

past eight years, I have deeply valued the partnership 

between the College and MET as we have worked 

together to equip the Church in sharing the Joyful 

News. This partnership has not always been without its 

Cliff College Students visit Central Methodist Mission, Johannesburg


