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P R A Y E R  F O C U S

THE LINK PROJECT IN ASHBOURNE: 

Give thanks for the vision and those who have 

partnered together in this exciting venture to make it 

happen; the on-going development of the project and 

resources to complete the project; for openness and 

an embracing across the community to the Gospel of 

Christ, and the reaping of a great harvest of souls. (Acts 

2:42-47; Philippians 4:4-7).

FOCUS ON THE CHURCH:

The Methodist Church: The President and Vice 

President of Conference, Rev. Helen Cameron and Mrs 

Carolyn Godfrey as their term of office comes to a close; 

the President and Vice President designate, Rev Richard 

Andrew and Mr Matthew Forsyth as they prepare to 

take up office; The Methodist Conference (26 June – 2 

July), for all discussion and decisions to be honouring to 

God; for all in positions of leadership within the church 

to hold to biblical values and a return to Christian 

holiness. (1Peter 1:13-16; James 4:4-10).

MET:Revive: Rev Chris Briggs a Chair; for the 

Executive and Trustees; for wisdom and discernment 

on the way forward; Rev David Hull in his Ambassador 

role - that individual churches will respond to a 

greater commitment to pray for revival; ongoing 

Bible studies and prayer meetings. (Colossians 1:9-11; 

Hebrews 13:20-21). 

FOCUS ON NATIONAL ISSUES: 

Prison System: Prison Chaplains; openings and 

opportunities for Christians to share the Gospel with 

prisoners; forming of programmes which will help 

transform the lives of prisoners and the recourses to 

allow this to happen; the Minister of State for Prisons, 

Lord James Timpson. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4; Isaiah 61:1).

FOCUS ON WORLD ISSUES:

Israel/Gaza: Pray for Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime 

Minister of Israel and Yahya Al-Sinwar, Leader of 

Hamas, to continue the fragile peace deal; for the 

release of all hostages; for all Christians in both Israel 

and Gaza; for both Jew and Muslim to come to know 

Jesus as Messiah and seek peace and security in him; 

for an out working of God’s will for the whole area. (1 

Timothy 2:1-4; Micah 6:8).

Planet in Crisis: Give thanks for initiatives tackling our 

exploitation of the planet bringing renewal and change; 

conservation areas on both land and sea; projects 

supported by A Rocha; for other such initiatives; 

worldwide commitment to reduce all plastics and the 

funding of initiatives to discover environmentally 

friendly alternatives; the clearing up of polluted 

habitats. (1 Timothy 4:4-5; Issaiah 24:4-6).

Prayer Focus is compiled by Roz Addington. If you would like to contact Roz feel free to email: prayer@metrevive.uk

To be in a circuit where people are willing to take holy 

risks, where people want their communities to know 

that God loves them and wants the best for them, where 

people believe growth is possible is an absolute joy, and 

not one I take for granted.

I encourage you to consider: who are the people in 

your community who God is calling you to step out and 

partner with?
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challenges, but it has always been rooted in friendship, 

for which I am truly grateful.

Reflecting on this season of ministry, I am reminded 

that the mission of spreading the gospel and 

transforming lives through Christ is never a solo 

endeavour. It flourishes through collaboration, mutual 

encouragement, and a shared vision. As I prepare 

to pass on the leadership of Cliff College to Rev Dr 

Andrew Stobart, I want to celebrate the partnerships 

that have shaped our work and the transformation they 

have enabled.

A LEGACY OF PARTNERSHIP
Cliff College has a long and rich history of fostering 

partnerships that equip and empower individuals for 

mission. Since its founding, the College has trained 

leaders, missionaries, and evangelists passionate 

about sharing the gospel—or as early Cliff pioneers 

described it, the ‘Joyful News.’ I love that phrase, and 

it remains central to our vision today. The gospel is, by 

nature, joyful. Yet, in the face of challenging statistics 

and cultural shifts, the Church can sometimes appear 

joyless. But our message in Jesus Christ always brings joy.

This mission of sharing Joyful News is never 

undertaken in isolation. Partnerships enable the 

sharing of resources, the exchange of wisdom, and the 

Cliff College 
– Partnership 
in Sharing 
Joyful News!
A S H L E Y  C O O P E R

As I write this, I recognise that it will be my final article 

for MET:Revive as Principal of Cliff College. Over the 

past eight years, I have deeply valued the partnership 

between the College and MET as we have worked 

together to equip the Church in sharing the Joyful 

News. This partnership has not always been without its 

Cliff College Students visit Central Methodist Mission, Johannesburg
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EXPLORING THE ‘FOUR ALLS OF 
METHODISM’

A weekend focussing on Revival with 

Bible Teaching, Worship, Prayer, 

Fellowship and Ministry.

For further details and booking info - see 

enclosed flier or visit metrevive.uk/revive

multiplication of efforts, allowing the gospel to reach 

further than any individual or institution could alone.

This model of working together is not just strategic; 

it is biblical. The early Church thrived through 

collaboration. Paul frequently acknowledged his 

partners in ministry—from the Macedonian churches 

supporting his work (Philippians 4:15) to the vital 

contributions of Priscilla and Aquila (Romans 16:3). 

Likewise, Cliff College continues in this tradition, 

engaging with a diverse range of partners to advance 

the mission of Christ.

STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIPS: A 
COLL ABORATIVE APPROACH
In recent years, Cliff College has recommitted itself to 

serving the Church—both Methodist and beyond—as we 

train and equip leaders for the future. Our partnerships 

span both the UK and the world, drawing upon the 

strengths of a global Christian community where 

mission flourishes and the gospel is communicated in 

diverse contexts.

One exciting example of this is our new BA Theology in 

Mission programme, launched in September 2023. As 

part of this course, we introduced a ‘Global Theology in 

Context’ unit, where students engage with theological 

perspectives from around the world. Our first unit 

took us to South Africa, where we partnered with 

the Methodist Church of South Africa to learn from 

their history, culture, and be immersed in it. This is 

partnership in action—learning, being challenged, and 

growing together as the body of Christ.

THE LOCAL CHURCH: A VITAL PARTNER
Churches remain at the heart of Cliff College’s mission. 

The latest iteration of TREK has strengthened our ties 

with Methodist churches across the UK, providing 

students with firsthand experience of what God is doing 

in diverse congregations. Every student at Cliff, at every 

level, engages in a local placement, ensuring that mission 

is woven into the fabric of their academic journey.

This is something I am particularly proud of from my 

time as Principal: no longer can a student pass through 

Cliff College without engaging in mission. It is no longer 

an optional extra—it is the core to who we are.

ACADEMIC PARTNERSHIP:  THEOLOGICAL 
EXCELLENCE WITH A MISSIONAL HEART
At its core, Cliff College is dedicated to theological 

education. We remain a proud partner college of the 

University of Manchester, and we have recently secured 

validation for another five years. This endorsement 

affirms the quality of education our students receive, 

combining academic rigour with a deep missional 

focus. The Church today needs leaders who are both 

theologically grounded and Spirit-empowered, and it is 

our joy to help form such individuals.

At the heart of all these partnerships is the recognition 

that the gospel is bigger than any one institution or 

individual. Advancing the Kingdom of God requires a 

unified effort, transcending denominational, cultural, 

and geographical boundaries. This collaborative spirit not 

only strengthens each partner’s individual mission but 

amplifies the collective impact of the Church in the world.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
As I step aside and new leadership takes the helm, I 

am confident that Cliff College will continue to build 

on these partnerships. Under Andrew, the College will 

forge new collaborations while deepening existing ones, 

ensuring that the ever-relevant gospel continues to 

transform lives.

By working alongside the Methodist Church in Britain, 

mission organisations, academic institutions, and you, 

Cliff College remains at the forefront of equipping and 

training the next generation to proclaim Joyful News. 

Together, we can accomplish far more than we ever 

could alone.

Christ for All: All for Christ.
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Cliff Festival
Weekend
 

Friday 23 – Monday 26 May 2025 

SEMINARS: We shall be hosting two 

seminars over the weekend 

•	 Saturday 24 May:  Methodist Holiness 

through it revival history

•	 Sunday 25 May: Holiness for a modern age 

AGM: The MET:Revive AGM will be on Bank 

Holiday Monday 26 May 2.30 – 4.00pm (this 

will be a hybrid event – in person and on Zoom). 

MET South West 
Weekend 

Friday 23 - Sunday 25 

January 2026
Livermead Cliff Hotel, 

Torquay, TQ2 6RJ 

HEROES AND VILLAINS:  
New Testament lessons in getting 

church right, and getting church wrong.

SPEAKER:  Derek Burnside, Principal, 

Capernwray Hall Bible School

REVIVE 
GATHERING WEEKEND

FRIDAY 14 – SUNDAY 16 
NOVEMBER 2025
THE HAYES CONFERENCE CENTRE 
SWANWICK, DERBYSHIRE DE55 1AU
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SPEAKERS:
Rev Paul Smith, Supernumerary 

Minister in the South-West Peninsular 

District

Grace Pratt Morris-Chapman, Local 

Preacher and former Methodist 

Mission Partner

Rev Chris Briggs, Chair of MET:Revive


