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P R A Y E R  F O C U S

CHRISTIAN HOLINESS: A desire amongst 

individuals and churches to seek a new/renewed 

understanding of Holiness and the transformation that 

it can bring; for the church to return to its Wesleyan 

roots of spreading Scriptural Holiness across the land; 

the wind of the Spirit to fall bringing restoration and a 

longing to move into a deeper relationship with God. (1 

Thessalonians 4:7; Leviticus 20:7).

FOCUS ON THE CHURCH: Children and Young 

People: Inspiration and guidance of the Holy Spirit 

for all youth and children’s workers connexionally; 

the ongoing work of 3-Generate; clear Biblically based 

teaching; protection from erroneous teaching and false 

doctrine. (Proverbs 2:1-6; Titus 2:7-9).

Cliff College: Cliff College: Ashley Cooper as he 

steps down as Principal and for Andrew Stobart as he 

takes up the role; for continued evangelical teaching 

for students; continuity for the staff. (Exodus 18:21; 

Ephesians 4: 11-16).

FOCUS ON NATIONAL ISSUES: National 

Leaders: Integrity and justice, wisdom and strength for 

the Prime Minister, Sir Keir Starmer and all members of 

the Cabinet; a return to God and the move of the Holy 

Spirit at the centre of government and the formulating 

of godly policies; the Royal family. (Zechariah 7:8-10; 

Proverbs 28:2).

The Vulnerable: People struggling to make ends 

meet – those on low incomes, especially people with 

young families and the elderly; adequate resources 

for organisations trying to help - food banks, help 

with debt especially Christians Against Poverty; those 

living with disabilities and special needs. (Acts 20:35; 

Proverbs 31:8-9).

 FOCUS ON WORLD ISSUES: Russian/Ukraine 

War: De-escalation of the conflict; concern over the 

increase of Russian espionage/sabotage across Europe, 

and the involvement of North Korea and China; for God 

to act towards Putin; Russian people to see through the 

lies perpetrated; resilience for the Ukrainian people 

and the resources needed to combat Putin’s advances. 

(Psalm 33:13-16 & 18-22; Romans 1:18).   

desire to prove himself acceptable to God was a strong 

contributing factor in his decision to offer himself to 

serve the colonies. On 14 October 1735 John, together 

with his brother Charles, and Benjamin Ingham, 

formerly a member of the Holy Club, all now priests in 

the Church of England, embarked first for Gravesend 

to board ‘The Simmonds’ and then on to Georgia. 

For both John and Charles, for different reasons, 

their trip proved to be a disaster. The only redeeming 

feature was that it brought them into contact with a 

group of Moravians, also emigrating, a relationship 

which continued during their stay in Georgia and 

subsequently back in England. The Wesley brothers 

were deeply affected by the faith of the Moravians, not 

least their quiet confidence and faith in the midst of a 

storm in mid-Atlantic.

It was the Moravians, and particularly Peter Böhler, 

who introduced John Wesley to a new way of being a 

Christian. It was Pietism, emphasising the religion of 

the heart. This in turn led to the Aldersgate Experience 

of 24 May 1738 of which Wesley says ‘I felt my heart 

strangely warmed and an assurance was given me 

that he had taken away my sin, even mine ...’ Now he 

had the key. Being a Christian is not just about what 

we believe and how we behave; it is about something 

which happens in the heart, and crucially, something 

which God does. This realisation shaped all Wesley’s 

subsequent thinking, not least his teaching on Christian 

holiness. So, what did he believe and proclaim about 

holiness, and how can it be ours?

WESLEY’S HOLINESS TEACHING

Holiness is essentially about difference. In the Old 

Testament we see it clearly. Certain articles were 

considered holy; so were buildings, a people and a 

nation. They were different from other similar articles, 

buildings and people; and the difference lay in the 

fact that they were dedicated to God. They belonged 

to him. This view of holiness as difference helps us 

to understand some of the regulations of the Old 

Testament; others may do this or that, but we do not 

because we are different, belonging to God. So the life 

of holiness must be lived in contrast to the world’s view 

and culture. Wesley knew that before Aldersgate. The 

essential change now was that he came to see that this 

necessary change is brought about by what God does, 

not by our effort. We are not made holy by what we do 

but by what God does in us. It is all of grace.

At this point we need to clear a few things which 

may be obstacles out of the way. The first is Wesley’s 

understanding of sin. He clearly understood and 

taught that there are some things which fall short of 

God’s perfect will and will not be completely removed 

this side of heaven; lapses of memory, or inadvertent 

oversights which may subsequently mean that others 

are hurt. But Wesley would not call these sins. They 

are part and parcel of what it means to be human but 

sin ‘properly so called’ must involve the will. Sin is the 

wilful transgression of the known will of God.

We also need to deal with an area for which he was 

deeply criticised; he called it ‘Christian Perfection’. 

When challenged he simply retorted that this is the 

word which Jesus used (Matthew 5:48). He defined it as 

the fulfilment of the Great Commandment. As William 

Greathouse puts it, it is: 

the loving the Lord our God with all our heart, mind, soul 

and strength; and the loving our neighbour, every man, 

as our own souls. Such fulfilment ‘implies that no wrong  

temper, contrary to love, remains in the soul, and that 

all thoughts, words and actions are governed by pure 

love.’ In the ‘Scripture Way of Salvation’ he says, ‘It is 

love excluding sin, love filling the heart, taking up every 

capacity of the soul’.

William Greathouse, ‘John Wesley’s Theology of 

Christian Perfection’, Ilkeston: Moorley’s, p. 4.

It was the teaching of the New Testament that convinced 

Wesley that such a life ought to be considered normal 

for every Christian. Further, whilst he accepted that 

some entered into such a life over a period of time 

he also argued strongly that one could enter in a 

moment. We are justified in a moment, so we can be 

sanctified in a moment. Thus he pointed to a second 

crisis experience, sometimes called ‘the Second 

Blessing’ as the gateway to the life of holiness, New 

Testament Christianity. Yet this ought to be seen, not 

as the destination, but the entry point to a life lived in 

moment-by-moment  consecration. Writing to John 

Mason he urges him to ‘press all the believers to expect 

deliverance from sin every moment’ (quoted in WE 

Sangster. ‘The Path to Perfection’, p. 86).

THE CHALLENGE FOR TODAY

The Church today, not least the Methodist Church, 

has many pressing needs; but the most vital is for 

more godly people; people whose lives have been 

transformed by love divine, who are consumed by it, 
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driven by it, sacrifice everything for it and glory in it. 

Everything about our history says that can happen. 

They said of Wesley that he took holiness out of the 

monastery and put it in the market place. It is for every 

Christian. Let the longing for holiness capture your 

heart. You might begin by quietly reflecting on some 

of Charles Wesley’s great holiness hymns, preferably in 

the Methodist Hymn Book if you can still find a copy! 

What he describes as aspirational is a glorious possibility 

for us all. God give us a hunger for holiness, and then 

satisfy our hunger. 

REV D PAUL SMITH 
Rev Paul Smith is a 

Supernumerary Minister in 

the South-West Peninsular 

Circuit.

Being a Christian is not just 
about what we believe and 
how we behave; it is about 
something which happens 
in the heart, and crucially, 
something which God does
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P R A Y E R  F O C U S

JUBILEE+:  For the charity’s commitment to see 

churches change the lives of all who live in poverty in 

communities; for local churches to have compassion and 

a desire to engage with those living in poverty within 

their neighbourhoods and be empowered to tackle the 

issue; for those living in poverty to respond to outreach 

and find the love of Jesus. (Galatians 6:9; 1 John 3:17-18).

FOCUS ON THE CHURCH: MET: Chris Briggs 

as he takes up office as Chair; for the Executive and 

Trustees; for wisdom and discernment on the way 

forward; David Hull as he prepares to take on the 

MET:Revive Ambassador Role; ongoing Bible studies and 

prayer meetings. (Isaiah 41:9-13; Hebrews 10: 22-24).

Methodist Church: The President and Vice President 

of Conference, Rev Helen Cameron and Mrs Carolyn 

Godfrey; Secretary of Conference, Rev Dr Jonathan 

Hustler; all in positions of leadership; for an awareness 

across the connexion of the shift away from Biblical 

values, for a desire to halt this and to bring about 

repentance. (Acts 20: 28; Proverbs 3:1-6).

FOCUS ON NATIONAL ISSUES: Integrity 

and Accountability: For all institutions and services 

throughout the nation - both public and private sectors, 

media & government; all decisions made for the good of 

the population and not individual interests. (Proverbs 

10:9; 1 Peter 3:10-12).

Hospices and End-of-Life Care: Resources and 

adequate funding for palliative care, care homes, 

and hospices (especially where beds have had to be 

withdrawn owing to lack of funding); nurses, doctors 

and all who care for the terminally ill, struggling to 

deliver good quality care owing to the lack of necessary 

resources. (John 14:1-3; Hebrews 6:10).

FOCUS ON WORLD ISSUES: America: 

The Trump administration: for godly policies; the 

effects across the globe of possible decisions taken 

– particularly in trade and defence; peace and unity 

across the nation in the different factions. (1 Timothy 

2:1-2; Philippians 2:3-8).

Political Instability: the growing political discontent 

across the planet; in Europe – France, Germany, Britain 

and across the world; protection of democracy in South 

Korea; for stability in Syria, that the Islamist group 

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham will hold to its statement of 

establishing a democracy in the country. (Psalm 37:5-7; 

Psalm 118:8-9).

As I sit here reflecting, I am keenly 

aware that I am approaching my final 

Festival as Principal of Cliff College. 

Over the years, I have had the 

privilege of overseeing eight Festivals 

as Principal and participating in 

many more before that. Each one has 

been a unique and transformative 

moment where people have 

encountered God in profound ways.

As I considered possible themes for 

this, my final Festival, one stood out 

above the rest: ‘Holiness Calling.’ 

This theme draws us back to the 

very foundation of our mission, 

offers a radical and countercultural 

challenge for discipleship in today’s 

world, and inspires us to look 

forward with hope and anticipation 

for what God wants to accomplish in 

and through us in the years ahead.

In our Charisms statement, as 

a College, we find the following 

statement:

We are a community which seeks 

a life of prayer, with a particular 

emphasis on holiness and the Spirit 

filled life. This reflects our roots in 

the Wesleyan tradition, and shapes 

our understanding of our defining 

characteristic: evangelism and 

mission. We want our theological 

training to fuel our prayer and 

worship – and our prayer and worship 

to inspire our theological training. We 

encourage students to be involved in 

leading the various community times 

of worship during their time at the 

College in order to share the gifts that 

God has given them, and to be an 

active part of a local church.

Festival remains a vital part of the 

life and ministry of Cliff College. 

Over the years, countless thousands 

have found faith, been renewed in 

their faith, heard a call to ministry 

and mission, and been challenged 

to embrace a life of holiness.

Jane Cooper’s testimony, shared 

during an interview with John 

Wesley, beautifully captures this 

transformative power: ‘I saw 

Jesus altogether lovely,’ she said, 

‘and I knew he was mine in all his 

offices. And, glory be to him, he 

now reigns in my heart without a 

rival.’ Jane was one of hundreds 

who were part of a revival where 

the holiness Wesley had preached 

for decades was now being claimed 

as a lived experience. Holiness was 

being born out of life-changing 

encounters with the Lord.

Generations of Christians would 

soon be inspired by the prospect 

of such gracious and powerful 

encounters with Christ—encounters 

that resulted in him reigning fully 

in their hearts. Holiness became a 

vision of authentic faith, dynamically 

centred on Christ and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit. Variations of this 

vision gave birth to movements like 

the Salvation Army and the Keswick 

Convention, and ignited the Welsh 

Revival. Individuals captured by such 

a vision included Samuel Chadwick, 

and a host of other former Principals 

of Cliff College. For them holiness 

called! A Spirit-filled life which 

made their hearts cry, ‘all for Christ!’ 

would also mean ‘Christ for all.’

At Festival 25, we’ll see how Isaiah 

the prophet encountered the 

Lord high and lifted up. Isaiah’s 

experience was devastating yet 

transformative. With his heart 

cleansed, he found within that 

encounter a call to go, as his heart 

said, ‘here am I, send me.’

ASHLEY 
COOPER
Join us at Festival 

25 (May 23-26) 

as we encounter the 

same God who continues 

to call us to holiness and mission today. 

For more information, visit 

www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/cliff-festival.

How are we to respond? The Bible tells us that we 

have been made holy and are becoming holy. The only 

appropriate response is to offer ourselves as living 

sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God (Romans 12:1). 

Growing in holiness is not a passive endeavour. It 

happens by beholding Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:18). As we 

gaze on his holiness and marvel at how he has dealt with 

our sin, we find him more and more beautiful, and then 

it becomes the desire of our hearts to love him, honour 

him, obey him, and live for him.

And the most wonderful news of all is that we get to be 

like him.

NATALIE WILLIAMS
Natalie Williams grew up in relative poverty and was 

wonderfully saved by Jesus at the age of 15. She is now the CEO 

of Christian charity Jubilee+. Natalie’s latest book, ‘Tis Mercy 

All, was published by SPCK in 2024 and the audiobook was 

released 10 January 2025.
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That one day, in
God’s glorious presence,

 that fight will be over

The biblical truth is that every Christian will continue 

to struggle with sin, all through their life. That one day, 

in God’s glorious presence, that fight will be over. But 

becoming like God’s Son is gradual. Through the power 

of the Holy Spirit and by God’s grace, it is possible to 

die to sin every day. But ultimate victory is not ours, 

yet. Yes, the penalty of sin has been paid and the power 

of sin has been broken, but for this life, the presence of 

sin continues. 

The gospel is true and God is good! It is possible to 

please our Father by living all of life in his presence 

in union with Christ. And so, day by day, to push back 

this fallen wilderness world, even by an inch. Because 

holiness is an inside-out thing. But it’s not just a private 

thing. It overflows practically as we yearn to bring 

everything in under the Lordship of Christ. 

of wholehearted surrender to God, the Holy Spirit would 

enable you to withstand the attraction of sin.

Which is what he brought back to his vicarage lawn 

in Keswick. He put up a tent and printed invitations. 

Everyone would be welcome, from any church 

background. And there would be no cost to attend. 

Earnest believers were to come as they are, united 

under the banner, ‘All one in Christ Jesus’ (Galatians 

3:28). Because Harford-Battersby wanted everyone to 

have the opportunity to become more like Jesus.

That desire has, for 150 years, been the heartbeat of the 

Keswick Convention.

And although the theology today has returned to a more 

‘classic view’ of holiness, that passion has never dimmed. 

We also still have a tent, though it holds 3000. But 

everything is still free to attend. We still unite everyone 

under the banner of being, ‘All one in Christ Jesus’. 

What has changed is that we’ve returned to a biblical 

view of holiness. 

In the early days, the ‘higher-life view’ was attractive. 

Everyone who loves Jesus knows the painful reality of 

ongoing sin; that they do not do what they truly want to 

do; that they fall short of God’s glory. 

What many preachers were offering 150 years ago 

was a decisive experience that could jump-start your 

sanctification. If you, ‘Let go and let God’, then in total 

surrender to him you would be 

lifted to a higher level 

of Christian 

All this anticipates what will be beautifully true in the 

new creation, when Christ returns. Which is why we 

passionately yearn to live lives of attractive holiness and 

Christlikeness now. For his glory. And our joy. 

To this day, the Keswick Convention’s priorities remain: 

Hearing God’s Word, Becoming Like God’s Son, Serving 

God’s Mission.

REV. MARK ELLIS
Rev. Mark Ellis has been a pastor, 

worked in cross-cultural mission 

in Asia, and led teams in student 

ministry. He is the Chief Executive 

of Keswick Ministries, responsible 

with his team for hosting the 

annual Keswick Convention. 

living. You would no longer feel the influence and drag 

and inclination to sin.

This teaching was never the official line at Keswick, nor 

did it originate with Keswick. Not everyone agreed, nor 

was it the only approach taught. But popularly, it was 

sometimes called the ‘Keswick view’.

Everything changed in the 1960s. And the catalyst for 

that change was a young John Stott.

Stott had been invited to preach on Romans 6. Those 

who held the ‘higher-life view’ thought it taught that 

union to Christ through the cross could lead believers 

to new levels of victory over sin. And that this was for 

life now, not merely in the new creation. That the 

‘old self’ being crucified means we don’t need to be 

responsive to sin. We can stop feeling its allure. 

Though even this is a sweeping oversimplification 

of decades of theology and teaching that varied in 

application.

Stott blew the doors off with a much more careful 

exegesis. Because if both we and Christ have died to 

sin (v. 10), it can’t mean that! Not least because if we no 

longer feel the influence of sin, why would Paul go on 

to say in v. 12 to, ‘not let sin reign… [or] obey it’s evil 

desires.’ And that can’t apply also to Christ. 

Stott had also seen too many tender-hearted Christians 

who felt they had surrendered their lives to Christ 

the previous  year … only to 

find sadly it hadn’t really 

worked. Because they 

still sinned.

P R A Y E R  F O C U S

Personal response to holiness:  For ourselves, searching 

and spending time with God and offering ourselves as 

living a sacrifice to God, seeking to grow in holiness; 

opening ourselves up completely to God, recognising 

afresh our own sinfulness through the sacrificial love of 

Christ on the cross. (1Peter 1:14-16; Isaiah 35:8)

The Work of Keswick Convention: Giving thanks for 

the vision pioneered so long ago and its ongoing work 

in today’s society; the priority of hearing God’s word, 

becoming like God’s Son and serving God’s Mission; 

for God’s power to break through into individual lives, 

bringing transformation and hope to the lives of many. 

(1 Chronicles 16:23-25; Matthew 28:19-20).

FOCUS ON THE CHURCH: Revival: for the 

wind of the Holy Spirit to sweep through the church 

bringing transformation and vibrancy to local churches 

throughout the land; for the acceptance of, and a 

longing to experience God’s power operating in all 

aspects of church life, drawing many new believers into 

God’s kingdom. (Acts 3:19-20; Psalm 85:4-7).

FOCUS ON NATIONAL ISSUES:  Education: 

The upholding of the Cass Report and for it to become 

enshrined in law; protection for our children and 

young people against harmful ideologies; wholesome 

curriculum content in all schools; the Education 

Secretary Bridget Phillipson; people and organisations 

who present biblical teaching in schools; colleges 

and universities struggling with finances. (Mark 9:42; 

Colossians 2:8).

Christians in the Workplace: Particularly those 

working in politics, the media and education; for 

strength and resilience and protection against 

discrimination; for their integrity to shine out; for the 

right words to challenge harmful practices and policies. 

(Isaiah 43:1-3a; Luke 21:14-15).  

FOCUS ON WORLD ISSUES Planet in Crisis: 

Changing weather patterns across the globe; areas 

affected by extremes of weather – soaring temperatures & 

flooding; resources to combat the underlying causes; new 

strains of crops to stand extremes of weather; farmers 

coping with these extremes of weather. Cry to the Lord 

for mercy. (2 Chronicles 7:13-14; Revelation 4:11).

Persecuted Christians: Oppressive regimes; justice 

and fair treatment for detainees and their families; 

protection for churches; for persecutors to see the love 

of Christ in the persecuted; organisations working 

to bring to public notice the plight of the persecuted 

across the globe – e.g. Barnabas Aid, Open Doors and 

Release International, amongst others. (James 1:12; 

Philippians 1:27-30).
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