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P R A Y E R  F O C U S

JUBILEE+:  For the charity’s commitment to see 

churches change the lives of all who live in poverty in 

communities; for local churches to have compassion and 

a desire to engage with those living in poverty within 

their neighbourhoods and be empowered to tackle the 

issue; for those living in poverty to respond to outreach 

and find the love of Jesus. (Galatians 6:9; 1 John 3:17-18).

FOCUS ON THE CHURCH: MET: Chris Briggs 

as he takes up office as Chair; for the Executive and 

Trustees; for wisdom and discernment on the way 

forward; David Hull as he prepares to take on the 

MET:Revive Ambassador Role; ongoing Bible studies and 

prayer meetings. (Isaiah 41:9-13; Hebrews 10: 22-24).

Methodist Church: The President and Vice President 

of Conference, Rev Helen Cameron and Mrs Carolyn 

Godfrey; Secretary of Conference, Rev Dr Jonathan 

Hustler; all in positions of leadership; for an awareness 

across the connexion of the shift away from Biblical 

values, for a desire to halt this and to bring about 

repentance. (Acts 20: 28; Proverbs 3:1-6).

FOCUS ON NATIONAL ISSUES: Integrity 

and Accountability: For all institutions and services 

throughout the nation - both public and private sectors, 

media & government; all decisions made for the good of 

the population and not individual interests. (Proverbs 

10:9; 1 Peter 3:10-12).

Hospices and End-of-Life Care: Resources and 

adequate funding for palliative care, care homes, 

and hospices (especially where beds have had to be 

withdrawn owing to lack of funding); nurses, doctors 

and all who care for the terminally ill, struggling to 

deliver good quality care owing to the lack of necessary 

resources. (John 14:1-3; Hebrews 6:10).

FOCUS ON WORLD ISSUES: America: 

The Trump administration: for godly policies; the 

effects across the globe of possible decisions taken 

– particularly in trade and defence; peace and unity 

across the nation in the different factions. (1 Timothy 

2:1-2; Philippians 2:3-8).

Political Instability: the growing political discontent 

across the planet; in Europe – France, Germany, Britain 

and across the world; protection of democracy in South 

Korea; for stability in Syria, that the Islamist group 

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham will hold to its statement of 

establishing a democracy in the country. (Psalm 37:5-7; 

Psalm 118:8-9).

As I sit here reflecting, I am keenly 

aware that I am approaching my final 

Festival as Principal of Cliff College. 

Over the years, I have had the 

privilege of overseeing eight Festivals 

as Principal and participating in 

many more before that. Each one has 

been a unique and transformative 

moment where people have 

encountered God in profound ways.

As I considered possible themes for 

this, my final Festival, one stood out 

above the rest: ‘Holiness Calling.’ 

This theme draws us back to the 

very foundation of our mission, 

offers a radical and countercultural 

challenge for discipleship in today’s 

world, and inspires us to look 

forward with hope and anticipation 

for what God wants to accomplish in 

and through us in the years ahead.

In our Charisms statement, as 

a College, we find the following 

statement:

We are a community which seeks 

a life of prayer, with a particular 

emphasis on holiness and the Spirit 

filled life. This reflects our roots in 

the Wesleyan tradition, and shapes 

our understanding of our defining 

characteristic: evangelism and 

mission. We want our theological 

training to fuel our prayer and 

worship – and our prayer and worship 

to inspire our theological training. We 

encourage students to be involved in 

leading the various community times 

of worship during their time at the 

College in order to share the gifts that 

God has given them, and to be an 

active part of a local church.

Festival remains a vital part of the 

life and ministry of Cliff College. 

Over the years, countless thousands 

have found faith, been renewed in 

their faith, heard a call to ministry 

and mission, and been challenged 

to embrace a life of holiness.

Jane Cooper’s testimony, shared 

during an interview with John 

Wesley, beautifully captures this 

transformative power: ‘I saw 

Jesus altogether lovely,’ she said, 

‘and I knew he was mine in all his 

offices. And, glory be to him, he 

now reigns in my heart without a 

rival.’ Jane was one of hundreds 

who were part of a revival where 

the holiness Wesley had preached 

for decades was now being claimed 

as a lived experience. Holiness was 

being born out of life-changing 

encounters with the Lord.

Generations of Christians would 

soon be inspired by the prospect 

of such gracious and powerful 

encounters with Christ—encounters 

that resulted in him reigning fully 

in their hearts. Holiness became a 

vision of authentic faith, dynamically 

centred on Christ and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit. Variations of this 

vision gave birth to movements like 

the Salvation Army and the Keswick 

Convention, and ignited the Welsh 

Revival. Individuals captured by such 

a vision included Samuel Chadwick, 

and a host of other former Principals 

of Cliff College. For them holiness 

called! A Spirit-filled life which 

made their hearts cry, ‘all for Christ!’ 

would also mean ‘Christ for all.’

At Festival 25, we’ll see how Isaiah 

the prophet encountered the 

Lord high and lifted up. Isaiah’s 

experience was devastating yet 

transformative. With his heart 

cleansed, he found within that 

encounter a call to go, as his heart 

said, ‘here am I, send me.’

ASHLEY 
COOPER
Join us at Festival 

25 (May 23-26) 

as we encounter the 

same God who continues 

to call us to holiness and mission today. 

For more information, visit 

www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/cliff-festival.

How are we to respond? The Bible tells us that we 

have been made holy and are becoming holy. The only 

appropriate response is to offer ourselves as living 

sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God (Romans 12:1). 

Growing in holiness is not a passive endeavour. It 

happens by beholding Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:18). As we 

gaze on his holiness and marvel at how he has dealt with 

our sin, we find him more and more beautiful, and then 

it becomes the desire of our hearts to love him, honour 

him, obey him, and live for him.

And the most wonderful news of all is that we get to be 

like him.

NATALIE WILLIAMS
Natalie Williams grew up in relative poverty and was 

wonderfully saved by Jesus at the age of 15. She is now the CEO 

of Christian charity Jubilee+. Natalie’s latest book, ‘Tis Mercy 

All, was published by SPCK in 2024 and the audiobook was 

released 10 January 2025.
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