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‘THE GREATEST STORY EVER SUNG’ AND 
‘THE GREATEST STORY EVER SEWN’
Having been a member of MET, previously Headway, for a 

number of years, I felt drawn to attend, for the first time, 

the National Gathering at Northampton. The title ‘Awestruck 

– the Bible’s Big Picture’ was more than lived up to over the 

weekend and I feel privileged to have been there.

Rev. Dr David Hull helped us to see the Bible’s Big 

Picture as portrayed through the words of Handel’s 

Messiah, compiled by Charles Jennings. For me, the 

words have, in the past, been overshadowed by the 

magnificent music, but with David’s guidance the Bible 

texts were illuminated to reveal the story of our Lord’s 

‘Glorious Revelation, Glorious Reign and Glorious 

Resurrection’ – ‘The Greatest Story Ever Sung’.

Then came ‘the greatest story ever sewn’ as we gazed 

in awe at Jacqui Parkinson’s creative work of ‘Threads 

Through the Bible’ – biblical scenes portrayed in huge 

silk panels combining years of work and millions 

of stitches which tell the story from Creation to 

Revelation. Brief relevant Bible texts accompany the 

panels, but the pictures tell the story just like stained 

glass windows accessible to all. The exhibition tours 

cathedrals from January 2025; see it and be blessed!

Jacqui’s testimony, particularly of bereavement 

following the death of her husband Rev. Dr Rob Frost, 

was a story in itself, inspiring us to trust in God when 

the future is uncertain, to take a step of faith only to 

find he has gone ahead of us and prepared the way.

David stepped down as Chair of MET and on Sunday 

morning we welcomed Chair-elect Rev. Chris Briggs, 

who led a session entitled ‘The Almost Gospel and the 

Almost Christian’ and led us in prayers for Revival. 

There is no space to elaborate but I was struck by his 

humility and humour: we are in good hands.

Communion on Sunday morning was most moving as 

we gathered together, the body of Christ. Sharing in the 

bread and the wine in remembrance of him who died 

for our salvation was truly a little taste of the heavenly 

banquet prepared for all mankind. The experience was 

enriched by the late autumn sun shining through the 

window and, as it were, bathing us in God’s Wondrous 

Glory. A final blessing was the opportunity to be anointed 

with oil. The Holy Spirit was present throughout.

Morning prayers were led by Roz Addington, well known 

to readers of MET’s magazine, and for me a chance to 

meet in person someone called by God to share in words 

and pictures what is on his heart; a present day prophet 

in the form of a gentle unassuming woman!

Last, but not least, the choice of worship songs/hymns 

by Hilary Balsdon was perfect and enabled us to praise 

the Lord Jesus with every part of our being.

Margaret Newrick

MET:Revive member from Cumbria

PRAYER AT REVIVE
Prayer was very much an integral part of the Revive 

Gathering with the emphasis, not surprisingly, on revival. 

As well as early morning prayers, each of the sessions 

throughout the weekend included specific times of 

prayer, in which everyone enthusiastically took part. Some 

pictures and words of knowledge were received by a few 

people. One of these pictures was of a large white shining 

church emanating the glory of God, to which were coming 

a multitude of people. It was a very encouraging picture of 

revival which we can hold on to through the difficult times 

which God has made clear lie ahead. 

There was also a dedicated prayer room with seven 

prayer stations where people could participate in 

prayer in a more creative way. These included praise 

and adoration, confession, reflection on Psalm 46, 

praying for the church and all in leadership, prayer 

for our country, cities, towns and local communities 

and prayers for friends and family who don’t yet know 

the love of Christ in their lives. There was also the 

opportunity to make a nativity card to send to someone 

to serve as a reminder of the true reason for Christmas. 

People interacted well with all the aspects of prayer and 

were appreciative of the whole weekend.

Roz Addington

MET: Revive Prayer Coordinator.

THE REVIVE GATHERING 2025
The this year will be taking place on the weekend of 

Friday 14th – Sunday 16th November 2025 at: The Hayes 

Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire. Further 

details and a booking form will be available in the 

spring mailing.

These past few months have 

been exciting times in the life of 

Plymouth Methodist Central Hall. 

We are seeing increasing numbers 

of people joining our community 

and the age and ethnic diversity 

wonderfully growing. The sense of 

God’s presence is real as we seek 

to navigate the challenges that 

growth brings.

At the time of writing many of us are 

recovering from the ‘Superhero’s 

party’ that we hosted on 31 October. 

We wanted to provide a safe place 

on this particular evening for 

children under the age of 11 along 

with their families. After quite 

extensive planning, including 

lots of invitations to families we 

already engage with, people showed 

up. However, our young family’s 

worker was disappointed with only 

224 people coming, falling short 

of her target of 300 (she has high 

expectations!) It was a wonderful 

evening as children bounced on 

castles, crafts were completed, 

food and drink enjoyed, and a great 

explanation of the gospel presented. 

Wonderful conversations were 

had with many of our guests and 

the feedback we received included 

some really significant observations 

showing that faith curiosity had 

been stirred. 

Please pray for our church in the 

city centre of Plymouth as we seek 

to discover fresh ways to present the 

gospel with the volume of people we 

engage with in many contexts every 

day of the week. We celebrate that 

the Light still shines in the darkness 

and he will continue to do so.

JONNY LIBBY,
Lay Pastor, Plymouth 

Methodist Central 

Hall

We celebrate 
that the Light 

still shines in the 
darkness and he 
will continue to 

do so.

Good News Stories

Central Hall 
Superheroes!
B Y  J O N N Y  L I B B Y


