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the way that God wants to continue 

his work of formation within us, 

‘Finish then, thy new creation; pure and 

spotless let us be’.

I have a sign on my office desk 

which reads ‘Work in Progress’. 

People laugh when they come in 

and see me doing nothing, so I’ve 

fooled no-one! However the words 

are true in another sense. I am a 

work in progress. God wants to 

sanctify me. He wants to enable me 

to be holy. He wants to do the same 

with each of us. Romans 6:22-23 

reminds me of this, ‘But now that 

you have been set free from sin and have 

become slaves of God, the benefit you reap 

leads to holiness, and the result is eternal 

life.  For the wages of sin is death, but the 

gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.’ You may have come across the 

quote, ‘God loves us just the way 

we are. But he loves us too much to 

leave us that way’ (Adrian Rogers – 

Preacher, Teacher, Author).

When I think through what it 

means to come into a relationship 

with Jesus, I have often found it 

helpful to remind myself of the 

discipleship we enter into by 

reflection on Justification (when we 

are saved from the consequences 

of sin), Sanctification (as we are 

saved from the presence of sin in 

our lives), and Glorification (when 

we shall be saved from the presence 

of sin eternally). Another aid to 

reflection for me has been the ‘four 

alls’ which W. B. Fitzgerald (who 

helped to found the Wesley Guild) 

drew up to summarise British 

Methodists’ distinctive Wesleyan 

aspects of salvation:

•	 All need to be saved (All have 

sinned)

•	 All can be saved (God loves the 

world and desires everyone to be 

saved)

•	 All can know they are saved 

(experiential faith and assurance)

•	 All can be saved to the 

uttermost (Christian 

perfection, holiness, 

sanctification).

The importance of holiness 

is seen in scripture, but it has 

also been evidenced through 

the ages when revivals have 

happened. It seems when 

revival breaks out the Holy Spirit 

convicts people of sin. Many 

are the stories of revival where 

people have wept in the streets 

as well as the churches as they 

have realised that God has work 

to do in their lives.

I hope we can emphasise once 

again the importance of God’s 

ongoing work within us so that 

the world might see an ever-

growing likeness of Christ in the 

lives of his followers and that as 

they do so others will be drawn 

to our beautiful Saviour. 

With joy we serve a risen Saviour.

CHRIS BRIGGS
Rev Chris Briggs is a Supernumerary 

Presbyter in the Methodist Church 

of Great Britain.  His responsibilities 

have included a seven year role up 

to August 2024 as Mission Enabler 

of the Nottingham and Derby 

Methodist District in addition to 

serving at Littleover and St Martin’s 

Methodist Churches in Derby where 

he continues to serve part-time. Chris 

has served in a variety of places in 

the Methodist Church including the 

Luton area and Portland in Dorset. 

Chris is married to Nicola, also a 

Presbyter in the Methodist Church 

and they have three children and two 

grandchildren.

THE 
NEW 
CHAIR 
WRITES 
...

Finish then, thy new 
creation; pure and 
spotless let us be

Thank you so much to David Hull 

for his immense commitment to 

evangelicals in the Methodist Church 

for many years, not least through the 

role of Chair. This has taken great 

energy, stamina and commitment. 

We are so grateful for that. I believe 

God has blessed us through David’s 

desire to emphasise the important 

voice that evangelicals have in the 

Church today around the world and 

with the recent emphasis on prayer 

for revival.

I am honoured and humbled to be 

serving as Chair of MET:Revive. I 

should appreciate your prayers as I 

seek to learn how to fulfil this role 

and honour God in the way that 

I serve. Please pray that I may be 

open to God’s Holy Spirit as I enter 

this season.

Our theme for this edition of the 

magazine is ‘Holiness’ and you will 

find articles that I pray will help to 

explore this important aspect of 

Christian life.

I am convinced that holiness 

is a vital aspect of Christian 

discipleship which may sometimes 

get overlooked. I am sure this is not 

intentional. It can happen though 

when we concentrate so hard on 

calling all to follow Jesus as Lord 

and Saviour in the welcoming way 

that befits those with an Arminian 

background that we forget that 

God wants to continue to grow 

the likeness of Christ within us 

throughout our lives. There is 

work to be done when we come to 

Christ. I am not talking about the 

Protestant work ethic, but instead 

Called to 
Holiness 

G R A C E  P R A T T 

M O R R I S - C H A P M A N



7   6

Former Mission Partner, Grace 
Pratt-Morris Chapman, challenges 
us to think again about God’s 
sweet and tender call to holiness, 
responding by renouncing all in 
full surrender to him.

I am writing to God’s church … to you who have been called by 

God to be his own holy people. He made you holy by means of 

Christ Jesus, just as he did for all people everywhere who call 

on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours (1 

Corinthians 1:2)

In these times we have been so enamoured with 

often well-meaning, yet clearly flawed, teachings 

which suggest that being in the presence of God 

or knowing God is always some sort of ‘soothing, 

calming, affirming of all that we are, want and desire’ 

experience. In fact, Scripture makes it clear that God 

is utterly holy. Encountering the Lord Almighty, the 

king of the universe shakes the very core of who we are. 

It lays everything bare, challenging and dismantling 

our assumptions, ideas and desires. It changes our 

circumstances, completely disarming us, bringing us to 

our knees, calling us to repentance, total surrender and 

humble adoration. We see this clearly in some of the 

encounters in both the Old and New Testaments (Isaiah 

6:1-7, Mark 5:1-20, Luke 19:1-10, John 4:1-42, Acts 9: 1-19).

One of the most incomprehensible aspects of the 

Christian faith is seeing God, this absolutely, infinitely 

holy one, drawing near to us and becoming one of 

us, living among us, loving and serving, suffering and 

willingly dying for us, rising again – all so that we can 

become like him. It is inexplicable! Being holy means 

that his love and grace cannot bear to see humanity 

destroyed by sin. God’s love is holy love, this means 

that it is not passive or permissive, rather it is the kind 

of love which cannot accept anything that is not in 

line with who God is - his holiness. Christ Jesus came 

into the world, died and rose again so that we can be 

holy too. This is of great importance because without 

holiness we cannot be in relationship with God.

Wesleyan Methodism holds firmly to the truth that it 

is God’s desire that all without exception come into 

relationship with him. It is essential that we understand 

that God’s holiness is dangerous in the sense that it 

destroys everything in us that is not of God, in other 

words: it is transformative. The closer or more intimate 

our relationship with God is, the more we experience 

the burning cleansing flame of his holiness. Today, many 

preachers prefer not to mention this often painful, soul 

cleansing experience which calls for total surrender 

and submission to the inner work of the Spirit of God, 

which is an indispensable, non-negotiable aspect of 

Christian discipleship, but the fact remains that God’s 

holiness refuses to affirm us as we are (sinful); this is 

not about rejection or condemnation but, in fact, God’s 

holiness makes the way for us to draw near to him, to 

truly experience his love, forgiveness and grace, and not 

just that, we become hosts of his very Presence, his holy 

Presence, and with his indwelling Presence we begin to 

grow in his likeness, becoming more and more like him 

(Christian Perfection/Sanctification).

John Wesley’s teaching on Christian Perfection 

speaks of the incomparable richness of a life lived 

in wholehearted pursuit of holiness; (some of the 

Christian writers of old speak of this as living with their 

gaze fixed upon the Lord or living their lives beholding 

the beauty of the Lord) and point to the outward 

manifestation of the effect of a Christian’s growth in 

holiness – chiefly seen in the ever-growing love for God 

and for others. In other words, the natural effect of 

growing in holiness  toward Christian Perfection is that 

the Christian radiates who God is wherever they are. 

This has huge implications for the life of the Church 

as it seeks to fulfil its kingdom purpose. The Church 

is God’s ‘set apart ones’, a holy people, with a holy 

assignment. Therefore, the Church cannot be who she 

is called to be and fulfil her calling without holiness. 

Those who belong to God are called to holiness and are 

called to do all that they do in holiness, to be a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God.

God’s heart holds out to our hearts a sweet and tender 

call to holiness – a life saturated with his holy Presence, 

imbued with his love and power. Are we willing and 

ready to renounce and forsake whatever else this world 

offers, totally surrendering our whole being, our other 

affections, dreams and desires, to hold on to him and 

only him?
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