
7  

Prayer Focus
R O Z  A D D I N G T O N

Along with a new season and a new look magazine, 

there has been a refreshing of the ‘Praying Always’ 

section. Rather than the whole of ‘Praying Always’ 

being together at the back of the magazine, it was 

thought good to separate it into four sections and 

place it in the body of the magazine – as a ‘Prayer Focus’ 

section after four of the main articles – four monthly 

Prayer Focus points.

After four of the key articles, there will be suggested 

prayer topics relating to that article, followed by some 

points on national and world issues. Prayer remains 

very much an integral part of the magazine, for we are 

all called to pray continually with all kinds of prayers 

and requests (Ephesians 6:18). How it is used will be 

different for each person, and that’s fine; the important 

thing is that we pray. 

We are living in dark and volatile times, causing in 

many great uneasiness and anxiety. Though things may 

look chaotic and uncertain, we have faith and hope in 

a wonderful God, who behind the scenes is in control. 

The words of the Graham Kendrick song O Lord, the 

Clouds Are Gathering, have come into sharp focus; I feel 

they have special significance for the times in which we 

are living. The first verse and chorus are as follows:

O Lord, the clouds are gathering
The fire of judgement burns

How we have fallen!
O Lord, you stand appalled to see

Your laws of love so scorned,
And lives so broken

Have mercy, Lord,
Forgive us, Lord,
Restore us, Lord,

Revive your church again
Let justice flow

Like rivers
And righteousness like a  never 

failing stream

Graham Kendrick Copyright © 1987 Make Way Music
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“It will require every local church … every organisation … every one of 
the 2.3 billion Christians around the world, all getting involved, asking 
‘Lord, what can I do?’”

P R A Y E R  F O C U S

REVIVAL:  As God continues to shake the country, 

an awakening to the need for God; a hunger and thirst 

for prayer and Bible study; for godly values and a 

return to our Christian roots in government and other 

institutions; a conviction of sin and repentance across 

the nation resulting in an outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

(Acts 3:19-20; Revelation 2:5).

CHURCH: Biblically based teaching; the spread 

of scriptural holiness; the voice of evangelicals to be 

heard and acted on; the President and Vice-President 

of Conference, Rev Gill Newton and Deacon Kerry 

Scarlett in their last weeks of office; the President and 

Vice-President designate, Rev Helen Cameron and Mrs 

Carolyn Godfrey; the Secretary of Conference, Rev Dr 

Jonathan Hustler, and all in positions of leadership in 

the Methodist Church (1 Peter 1:14-16; Acts 20:28-30).

MET: Pray for Rev Dr David Hull as he prepares to step 

down as Chair, and for Rev Chris Briggs as he prepares 

to take over as Chair in January 2025. Pray for the 

trustees and executive; for wisdom and discernment for 

the future work (Isaiah 41:9-13; Hebrews 10: 22-24).

NATIONAL ISSUES: Christians in the workplace: 

especially in the media and those working in schools. 

Pray for courage and strength to stand against 

unwholesome teaching and the spread of immoral 

content; protection against false accusations and lies 

(Isaiah 43:1-3a; Luke 21:14-15). 

WORLD ISSUES: Planet in Crisis: Concern over 

the changing climate and the effect on wildlife: on land 

and in the ocean. Pray for the cleaning up of polluted 

environments; how we can mitigate the loss of habitat 

and extinction of wildlife and destruction of ecosystems 

due to human activity. Pray for effective  government 

intervention (Isaiah 24:4-6; Revelation 4:11).

‘There have been moments in history when there has been 

the potential for exponential growth for the gospel. To 

name three, the first was Roman roads in the first century, 

enabling the gospel to go out in an extraordinary way. 

Next, was the printing press in Gutenberg. A hundred 

years later, Martin Luther was printing 5000 copies of 

the New Testament every week. This is the third. We now 

have technology which enables us to reach the entire 

globe. How is that going to be done? We believe our part 

is to make Alpha available to everyone on the planet by 

2033 and we’ve already started work on a number of 

contextualised versions of the videos. Ten years gives us 

long enough to make it feel achievable, and short enough 

that most people can hope to be alive by that date!

‘We need everyone to do what they can to play their part. 

Some people will have a vision for everyone in their street, 

others for everyone in their town, or their nation, or 

their continent. It will require every local church … every 

organisation … every one of the 2.3 billion Christians 

around the world, all getting involved, asking ‘Lord, what 

can I do?’ and doing what they can to get the message out. 

All of us, working together, can do it!’

REV DR DAVID A .  HULL 
Rev Dr David A. Hull, Chair of 

Methodist Evangelicals Together, 

is a Methodist Minister, 

currently serving as Lead Pastor 

of Freedom Church Bristol.
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Christian country’ as one can imagine. And yet, here we 

stand today, thousands of years later, knowing that ‘the 

blood of the martyrs was the seed of the church’.

Above all, consider Christ. Christ, who was abandoned 

by his friends, and left to die the death of a slave. Here 

we stand, today, in his resurrection life with a whole 

new kingdom to proclaim.

Just a quick sweep of Church history and a brief look 

at the gospel should tell us that when the situation 

within looks grim, and the world around us feels bleak, 

that is perhaps the very time when God is about to 

bring revival. Destined to die? I don’t think so. Ripe for 

renewal? Why not!

NATHAN VEALL  
Nathan Veall is an elder in his local 

Church and has served on the 

MET Executive Committee. He 

preaches regularly at local 

churches and is currently 

employed as Senior Cyber 

Security Consultant, 

having previously worked in 

Parliament under the CARE 

leadership programme.

Though the church today may look (from the outside) 

like it’s destined to die, I believe we’re ripe for renewal; 

because that’s how our God works. We believe in a God 

who works precisely when things seem most bleak.

Consider the history of our own country. Hugh 

Latimer and Nicholas Ridley, the Oxford Martyrs, 

were sent to be burned for their gospel convictions. 

Nevertheless, they had reason for hope, even at 

the point where they were literally destined to die. 

Famously, Latimer said (whilst at the stake) ‘Be of 

good comfort, Master Ridley… we shall this day light 

such a candle, by God’s grace, in England, as I trust 

shall never be put out.’ Here we stand, today, with the 

gospel flame in England still burning.

Think of William Tyndale, who laboured for God’s 

Word, and before his execution asked ‘Lord, open the 

King of England’s eyes’. Here we stand today, with the 

Bible in over 700 languages.

Think of the Wesleys, at a time when the church seemed 

to have lost all sense of true spirituality, and society 

around them desperately needed the gospel. Here 

we stand, today, on the other side of the Methodist 

Wesleyan revival.

Consider the early church, persecuted and totally 

without power in an empire that was as far from ‘a 

P R A Y E R  F O C U S

LOCAL CHURCH: Seek and pray earnestly for 

God’s vision for the church. Pray for identification of 

local church strengths, bringing them before God, 

seeking to be blessed and used. Pray for the needs of 

the local community and ways in which these can be 

met; for the resources to reach out – whether people or 

material (Proverbs 8:17; James 4:8).

THE METHODIST CONFERENCE (27 JUNE 
– 3 JULY 2024):  Pray for the truth of God’s Word to 

sink deep into delegates’ lives, for all policies to be based 

on biblical values, a purging of all that is not holy and 

pleasing to God; a spread of scriptural holiness; voting 

in of those whom God wants as President and Vice 

President for 2025/26 (Titus 1:6-9; Romans 12:1-2).

NATIONAL ISSUES

Government: For all MPs in Westminster, and the 

devolved nations; the coming General election – the 

election of those whom God wants in power. Pray 

for wisdom, strength and resilience for Christian 

MPs to speak out against wrong policies. Pray for Rev 

Patricia Hillias, Chaplain to the Speaker of the House of 

Commons (Zechariah 7:8-10; Proverbs 28:2-3).

Loneliness: For people to reach out to those who are 

isolated and house bound, particularly elderly people. 

Pray for the marginalised, those released from prison, 

and young people from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Pray for communication of the hope of the gospel and for 

lives to be transformed. (Psalm 82: 3-4; Philippians 2:4).

WORLD ISSUES

Russia/Ukrainian war: Pray for a de-escalation of the 

conflict; for Russian people detained for speaking out 

against the invasion. Pray for strength and resolve for 

Ukrainian troops and people; for resources needed by 

Ukraine to be forthcoming (Psalm 55:16-19; Psalm 31:14-15).
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to a community of 100 including 10 children.  It would 

be wrong to credit that entirely to Holy Habits. The 

resources played their part but the vital ingredients were; 

the scriptures on which they are founded, excellent 

local leadership, the devotion of the members and most 

importantly the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit.

If you would like to explore Holy Habits more you 

might like to read the book of the same name written 

by myself and published by Malcolm Down Publishing. 

Whilst it would be fake 
news to say that all 
churches that have 

engaged with Holy Habits 
have seen people added to 
their number daily, there 
are those that have seen 

significant growth.

And for much more, including resources for churches, 

a series of bible reading notes, small group studies and a 

Lenten course, please visit 

https://www.brfonline.org.uk/collections/holy-habits

ANDREW ROBERTS
Andrew Roberts is a husband, father, Methodist Minister, 

writer and speaker based in the West Midlands. He is the 

author of the book Holy Habits 

and editor of the Holy Habits 

resource booklets and daily 

bible reflections (published 

by BRF). Previously he was 

Director of Training for Fresh 

Expressions. He loves all 

forms of sport and despite 

that supports Aston Villa!

P R A Y E R  F O C U S

HOLY HABITS:  for churches to seek a deeper 

relationship with Jesus based on early church 

principles; a desire for the transforming power of the 

Holy Spirit; a greater up-take on the adoption of Holy 

Habit principles (Colossians 3:1-4; Hebrews 6:1).

CLIFF COLLEGE: Ashley Cooper, Principal of the 

College; spiritual growth in the student population; 

opportunities for students to share their faith and the 

gospel message with others (James 1: 22-25; Mark 16:15 - 18).

NATIONAL ISSUES
Prison system: Prison chaplains; openings and 

opportunities to share the gospel with prisoners; 

forming of programmes which will help transform the 

lives of prisoners and the resources to enable this to 

happen (2 Corinthians 1:3-4; Isaiah 61:1).

NHS & Social Care: The backlog of patients awaiting 

treatment and the resources needed to deal with it; 

doctors and nurses on the front line struggling to 

cope; better communication between the various 

departments - children’s services, social services & 

mental health; care packages for the vulnerable (1 Peter 

5:7; Philippians 4:13).

WORLD ISSUES
War torn areas of the world: Israel/Gaza; Russia/

Ukraine; those fleeing war and living in refugee camps; 

adequate resources for relief and aid agencies: to tackle 

the suffering, famine and disease; for Christian Aid 

and other relief organisations – that they also may offer 

hope through the redemptive love of Jesus (Psalm 46:8-

11; Proverbs 14:31-32).

Holy Habits
ANDREW ROBERTS
Stafford: Malcolm Down 

Publishing, 2016

ISBN: 978-1-910786-15-4 

pp.250 | £10.99



Friday 24 - Sunday 26 January 
9.30AM - 1 .00PM
Livermead Cliff Hotel, Torquay

REVIVING A NATION: 
JOSIAH’S CHALLENGE TODAY
Exploring 2 Kings 22-23

Speaker: Rev Dr David Hull, Lead Pastor of 

Freedom Church Bristol and Chair of MET

DAVID WINSTANLEY
Rev David Winstanley has been in full-time circuit ministry for over 20 years and has led 

Aldersgate Renewal Ministries-UK since setting it up in 2011. He loves leading worship and 

seeing Christians of all ages ministering in their local setting through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. If you would like to talk to him about an Aldersgate team coming to your church 

email dwinstanley@aldersgaterenewal.org.uk

P R A Y E R  F O C U S

RENEWAL:  Individuals and churches to take 

seriously the need for prayer; the equipping of the 

church in the power of the Holy Spirit; pray for the 

Holy Spirit to flow into a dry and barren church 

(Ephesians 6:18; John 14:26).

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILIT Y:   Being aware of 

where God is at work in each of our lives; seeking God 

through the power of the Holy Spirit to discern what he 

wants us to do. Courage to step out into possible new 

forms of ministry; recognising the need to be ‘polished’ 

by the transforming power of God and the Holy Spirit (1 

Peter 4:10; 1 Corinthians 12:4-7).

NATIONAL ISSUES
Royal Family: Healing and wholeness through adversity 

- especially for King Charles and Catherine, Princess of 

Wales; for members of the Royal family to find strength 

and transformation in a relationship with Jesus (Isaiah 

40:29-31; Psalm 51:10-12).

Children and young people: For all teaching to be 

biblically based; for all to come to know Jesus as their 

Lord and Savour; all youth and children’s workers, 

school workers; raising up of more Christian people 

to reach out to a lost generation of youth across the 

nation, bringing them a fresh hope and wholeness in 

Jesus (1 Timothy 4:12; Mark 9:42).

WORLD ISSUES
Persecuted Christians: Recognising the darkness of 

oppressive regimes, pray for justice and fair treatment 

for detainees and their families. Pray for protection for 

churches. Pray for organisations working to bring to 

public awareness the plight of the Persecuted Church 

across the globe,such as Barnabas Aid, Open Doors and 

Release International (James 1:12; Romans 8:32-39).

Israel: Pray for the Prime Minister, Benjamin 

Netanyahu. Pray about the worldwide rise in anti-

semitism; the War with Gaza; leaders of opposition 

groups – Hamas, Hezbollah, PLO & Fata. Pray that 

adequate aid will reach civilians in Gaza. Pray for all 

who are living in Israel and the Palestinian Territories to 

come to a living faith in Christ Jesus; for God’s will to be 

done (Matthew 24:6-9; Psalm 122:6-9).

MET SW 
CONFERENCE 
2025


